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July 22, 2019 
 
Attention: CVRD Board & Chair 
 
Re: Recycling and Garbage Roadside Pickup in the Rural Areas 
 
The recent “Garbage Composition Report” showed that much of rural residential garbage 
picked up and put in our NEW engineered landfill contained recyclable material that the 
Comox Strathcona Waste Management Service already have a markets for. If you add in the 
organics, the composition was about one half or 50%.  That does not help us achieve the 
70% diversion directed by the Province. 
 
The old status quo is no longer defendable.  Experience from other jurisdictions point to 
alternating roadside weekly pickup of recycling/garbage as the most effective way of 
reducing and diverting. 
 
Kitchen scraps, yard waste and organic pick up are targeted at the Municipalities and NOT 
PROPOSED for the rural areas. That being said, these materials must STILL BE 
DIVERTED FROM THE WASTE STREAM (hopefully by on site, backyard composers 
that many of us already use). 
 
We need to come up with a way to address this issue, whether through the use of private 
contract haulers, or one unified public contract.  Again the experience of comparative 
communities show efficiencies and a marked reduction of costs, road wear and greenhouse 
gas emissions with a one contract model (Roughly $150 per year as opposed to $400-$500). 
 
All this and a recognition that one size never fits all.  Possibilities of allowing opting out may 
make it more supportable to some rural residents, especially in the less populated districts. 
 
This being said, we need to do something.  Framing this as an “Urban verses Rural” 
discussion is disingenuous and not helpful, as I said, the status quo is not a fallback 
position.  It’s almost the 2020’s out there.  We need to start this discussion.  
 
At the July 15th Electoral Area Service Committee the following motion was passed; 

 
“THAT staff bring forward additional information on the proposed curbside 
waste collection Service within the Comox Valley Regional District Electoral 
Areas, including service boundaries, contract approach, operating requirements, 
cost for service delivery, and public ascent process”. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
E. Grieve 
Edwin Grieve 
Director 
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